NOTICE OF DECISION UNDER REGULATION 32 
FILM POSTERS 

VIDEO SLICK 


TO: The Film and Video Labelling Body Inc. 

PO Box 2627 

Ponsonby 

Auckland 

Pursuant to regulation 32 of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Regulations 1994 the film 
poster entitled: 

Joey Silvera's A Clock Strikes Bizarre on Butt Row 

is Not Approved. 


if approval refused, the reasons for the decision: 

The video slick contains numerous photographs depicting nudity and explicit sexual activity 
including a very degrading photograph depicting a woman being forced to lick a toilet bowl. The 
woman is shown kneeling and licking the rim of a toilet bowl with her tongue. Two naked women 
stand over her. One woman has her foot on the kneeling woman's buttocks while the other woman 
pulls the kneeling woman by the hair. There is little context to explain the action in this photograph 
and the viewer is left with the impression that the woman is being forced to lick the toilet by the 
other two women. The photograph is considered to be highly degrading. The surrounding 
photographs appear to be intended for the sexual arousal and titillation of the viewer. It is 
considered that this photograph encourages the viewer to think that the woman is being forced into 
performing a degrading and unsanitary act for the sexual arousal of the viewer. Furthermore, it is 
considered that the text captions stating "bitch", positioned beside the two standing women in this 
photograph, are very derogatory and increase the degrading impact of the slick. The combination of 
sexually explicit photographs is also considered to have a high impact and to be degrading and 
dehumanising in the manner of presentation. 

The Classification Office considers that if this video slick was submitted under s 13(1) of the Films, 
Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993, it would be likely to be classified as 
objectionable. In accordance with Regulation 28(3)(a), the video slick is not approved. 

Given the degrading depiction of a woman being forced to lick a toilet bowl which appears to be 
presented for the sexual arousal of the viewer, as well as the other degrading and dehumanising 
depictions of explicit sexual activity, it is considered that the decision to not approve the video slick 
is a reasonable and justified limitation on the freedom expressed in sl4 of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990. 


Date: 13 June 1997 


For the Classification Office (signed): 
OFLCRef: 9700204 
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